
What we are debating is the second proposed route for WLRT expansion, the originally proposed 87th 

avenue corridor could still be a link across the river, providing west residents with efficient access to the 
UofA, UofA hospital, Cross Cancer Institute, a major employment center, and transit hub for the existing 
LRT.  New opportunities for student housing and tourist access would likely follow.

New criteria have shifted the focus of LRT from people movement to “compact urban form”.  When the 
concept of “Smart growth” becomes focused on density alone, devoid of balance, and attention to 
neighborhood vitality, it ceases to be part of a vision for a sustainable city.  The route we have been 
presented with is flawed by design.  While the goal of transporting suburban residents to the city's core is 
unchanged, the route best suited to accomplish that has been rejected, and where most people would 
welcome easily accessible LRT as a means to serve a vibrant community, the recommended corridor is 
incapable of meeting the demands placed upon it.  

Recently the success of the Pearl District in Portland has been heavily cited as a case study for  the Stony 
Plain Road area, however a detailed comparison of the two has not been presented.  The pearl district is 
served by bus service, available parking, and a light-rail/street car system which makes an impressive 32 
stops in a 4.8 mile loop.  A stark contrast to the logistics faced by the Stony Plain Road area.  The JP and 
Stony Plain Road revitalization efforts began with the goal of creating healthy, safe, vibrant 
neighborhoods, and a diverse business district, welcoming to pedestrians, cyclists, and neighboring 
communities, and capable of housing almost any amenity a Jasper Place area resident would ever need. 
While the road would still be capable of handling the demands placed upon it by commuters from 
outlying areas, its primary purpose would be not as a major transit corridor, but as a welcoming 
environment for neighboring communities.  The use of it, presents serious challenges, and contradictions 
with the revitalization plans which have been the recipient of so much effort in the last few years, as well 
as significant short term effects for the next 10-20 years which have thus far been ignored.  TOD based 
revitalization is largely an unknown in this province, and climate.  We don't know if the LRT alone will 
spur revitalization, if zoning restrictions will have to be relaxed to spur development and if subsidies will 
be needed.  Further more TOD is drawn by proximity to transit stations, which are few and far between 
on the proposed corridor.

What we do know is SPR is the most heavily utilized corridor into the downtown area, partly a result of 
its use by communities outside the city, and traffic from neighborhoods not being served by the proposed 
corridor.  The constrained right-of-way, combined with heavy vehicle traffic will present a formidable 
environment for riders, especially those with physical disabilities.  During winter months, without 
immediate snow removal vehicle traffic may easily become impeded.  Calgary's TOD Handbook 
highlights the need for wide sidewalks and on-street parking to protect pedestrians, all season 
design, and the importance of  parking and drop-off zones in a vibrant TOD district.

For Stony Plain Road, heavy vehicle traffic stands to cut off bicyclist access almost entirely, while the 
narrow right-of-way provides little opportunity to protect pedestrians from vehicle traffic, and riders 
waiting to board from the elements.  Businesses will be forced to rely on suburban commuters traveling 
to jobs downtown, becoming pedestrians for several blocks along the commercial strip.  Residents of 
Glenwood will feel the same isolation from the area.



The use 156st will also present significant challenges.  The lack of left-turns is an issue for residential 
areas, however the street is more than just a link between communities, it also provides access to the 
Whitemud, and is home to two fire stations, with the Glenwood Ambulance Station nearby, while the JP 
station is north of SPR, its access to our area comes primarily via 156st AND Stony Plain Road.  A 
detailed analysis of how response times will be affected has yet to be provided.  The alternative routes for 
vehicle access are 163rd street and 100th avenue, neither of which is suited to handling the demands which 
are likely to be placed upon them.  Given the wide, unimpeded side streets in Glenwood, vehicle cut-
through traffic, and non-resident parking are bound to become a significant concern.  We have little 
information on what the future of bus service in the area will look like if this LRT corridor is pursued, it 
seems certain that the bus stops along 156st and SPR, will be replaced by the LRT, in which case, the 
system will be required to make a significant number of stops to compensate.  An impossibility, given 
that with only 11 proposed stops currently proposed, including only one between Meadowlark Mall and 
Stony Plain Road, and a significant service gap between 142st and 124th, the projected travel time is 
already 22-24 minutes.  How many stations can possibly be added before it loses its target ridership, or 
becomes as councillor Anderson called it last year, a “bus system on rails”, “Start Stop Start Stop, never 
gets up to speed, never gets anywhere fast”?  We are also concerned by the possibility that competition 
for a scant few additional LRT stops and funding to mitigate community impacts such as cut-through 
traffic on residential streets, will force communities to compete against each for their own benefit.  A far 
cry from the cooperation residents, community leaders and volunteers have long strived for.


