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2013/14 marks my fifth year as Glenwood's City Liaison Director. I'm pleased to say that Glenwood has been a 
leader among Edmonton's 150+ community leagues in representing our community in civic matters. 

• We have excellent relationships with city planners

• We've contributed to a local area redevelopment plan

• We've continued to stay involved with planning for the Valley LRT line

• We took part in the development of the Mayor's Community Sustainability Taskforce, Transit Oriented 
Development Guidelines, Winter City Strategy, and discussions and debate around infill redevelopment.

In terms of both physical size and population, Glenwood is one of the largest communities in the west-end. 
We've seen increasing interest from infill developers, and the creation of a statutory land-use plan for Glenwood 
and the Jasper Place area is underway. The city is aggressively pursuing funding for construction of the Valley 
LRT line, and we need to be prepared to address issues arising from the conceptual design of this route – from 
traffic flow, neighbourhood access, parasitic parking, and construction issues. And perhaps most importantly, we 
need to continue to support and advocate for developments which will enhance our community and attract 
families back to the neighbourhood.

Rezonings

A number of rezoning applications have been taken place in Glenwood over the past year. The city-vacant 
property, just east of the EPS west division headquarters has been rezoned for row-housing by the city and it's 
their intent to sell the property for development. Several other lots along 100 th avenue have, or will also, be 
rezoned for row-housing. 

Without an area redevelopment plan, our board has relied up the city's Residential Infill Guidelines in deciding 
how to approach proposed developments.

100th Avenue, being an arterial corridor, makes it a suitable location for an increase in residential density, and 
we've allowed row-housing applications along it to pass without comment.

The Residential Infill Guidelines, however, are policy, not bylaw, and are not binding on City Council's decision-
making. This past year, we voiced objection to a land-owner's proposal to rezone a corner lot from RF1 (Single-
Detached) to RF3 (Low-Density Residential). It was the applicants intent to build four units, facing onto the 
avenue, and not the fronting street. This contradicts the infill guidelines, would leave the neighbouring property 
(a semi-detached development) with units overshadowing their entire property. We requested that the application
be reconsidered for two units, rather than four.  However, the applicant's plan was supported by city 
administration, and passed by City Council. 

City administration has also taken the position of supporting mid-block semi-detached developments across from



neighboring school sites (Glenwood has had one such application in the past year). While this contravenes the 
location requirements of the Infill Guidelines, we understand the logic behind it, given that the Guidelines already
allow for row-housing, a denser form of land-use, mid-block across from neighbourhood schools. 

Corner lots in the neighbourhood continue to be desirable to developers, with the bulk of redevelopments being 
semi-detached homes.

Area Redevelopment Planning

The decades following amalgamation of the Town of Jasper Place, placed intense development pressure on 
Edmonton's (then) newest communities. Several land-use plans and studies were haphazardly created as a 
result: Newman's resolution in West Jasper Place, 100th Avenue Planning Study, the rezoning of large portions of
Canora, and a land-use study for Britannia-Youngstown (which still exists, and still references the development 
of an LRT line along 107th avenue). 

These plans are all obsolete, and did little to layout a long-term development plan for the area encompassing 
Glenwood, West Jasper Place, Canora, and Britannia-Youngstown.

When planning for the Jasper Place Revitalization began in 2008/09, a high priority was placed on creating an 
Area Redevelopment Plan, a statutory document which would guide acceptable and desired redevelopment.

It took several years of lobbying by our community league and others to secure funding, but a draft ARP is now 
being prepared for the Jasper Place Area. 

I've served as a representative for Glenwood through the public involvement processes to date. However, for a 
project as important as this, we need more than one representative from a neighbourhood of over 5000.

We have advertised in our newsletter over the past year, for opportunities to get involved and we hope that the 
community-at-large will become engaged in the process as a draft plan is prepared for the public to review later 
this year.

Jasper Place Revitalization

The Jasper Place Revitalization which, at its peak, consisted of a steering committee, and three subcommittees 
has formally concluded.

This doesn't mean that specific revitalization-oriented projects will not take place. 

Our community league will continue to pursue the goals of the JPRS, as will other local organizations such as 
the Friends of Jasper Place Society.

LRT

While the city is aggressively pursuing funding to complete the Valley LRT line, the west-end leg will be the last 
to be completed, nor is there a commitment from the Provincial and Federal governments to determine a time-
line for construction.

In 2013 the city held another round of consultation events around the conceptual design for the route. While 
there have been some improvements, we still see some unresolved issues around traffic flow, and the potential 
for cut-through traffic. For example, we would like to see the signalized left-turn access onto 156st, moved from 
97th avenue, one block north to 98th. This would deny cut-through traffic, direct access between 156st and 163st. 

Before, during, and after construction, we foresee that conversations will need to be held on addressing parasitic
parking, traffic flow around the neighbourhood, and along 163st, pedestrian safety, and potential traffic calming 
measures along our residential avenues.



Neighbourhood Renewal

The roads, sidewalks, and other infrastructure between 156st and 163st were replaced during neighbourhood 
renewal in the 1990's.  The potholes, and broken asphalt and concrete have continued to be an issue in 
Glenwood east of 163st. 

That will change as Glenwood, between 163st and 170th street has been scheduled for renewal, although not on 
a quick timeline, but we are one of the neighbourhoods scheduled to undergo this infrastructure work between 
2019-2022.

I very much appreciate the opportunity I've had to serve my community over the past five years, and hope to do 
so again over 2014-15. 

Your League will continue to be involved through the development and implementation of our Area 
Redevelopment Plan, and active in the on-going planning and development process.

A coming issue over the next year will be the status of our community schools. Meadowlark Christian School 
(157st/98ave) is reaching that facility's lifespan, while Glendale Elementary operates under capacity. More than 
just an attractive amenity, these schools provide our neighbourhood with much needed greenspace. We intend 
to advocate strongly for the future of Glendale, for development which attracts new residents and families, and 
will work with the parent body on the future of Meadowlark Christian.

Thank you, and be sure to follow GlenwoodCommunityLeague.com and our Facebook and Twitter accounts for 
the latest news and updates.

- Jamie Post
City Liaison Director, Glenwood Community League


